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Ridley-Thomas Proposes Seven Debates with Parks 
 
LOS ANGELES – Friday, March 7, 2008 – State Senator Mark Ridley-Thomas today 
called on L.A. City Council Member Bernard Parks to agree to participate in seven (7) 
candidate debates before the June 3 Primary Election that are jointly sponsored by 
community, civic, political and news media organizations. 
 
In a letter to Council Member Parks, Ridley-Thomas wrote, ÒIÕm pleased we have had 
the opportunity to participate in two debates and forums and am hopeful we can 
participate in several more to provide the voters with an opportunity to evaluate our 
respective candidaciesÉ This is an excellent opportunity to enga ge the citizens of the 
Second District in a discussion about the future of the Los Angeles County...Ó 
 
Ridley-Thomas said translators and disabled access for community residents are key 
elements that every debate sponsor should be strongly encouraged to provide. ÒDebate 
sponsors must provide maximum accessibility at debate venues in accordance with the 
American with Disabilities Act (ADA). Debate sponsors should also provide sign 
language interpreters and foreign language translation for residents in the debate 
audience,Ó Senator Ridley-Thomas emphasized. 
 
 
 
Senator Ridley-Thomas is chair of the eight-member California Legislative Black Caucus. He 
chairs the Senate Committee on Business, Professions and Economic Development, Senate 
Subcommittee on Economy, Workforce Preparation and Development and Senate Subcommittee 
on Professional Sports and Entertainment. 
 
Senator Ridley-Thomas is a member of the Senate Committee on Appropriations and Senate 
Committee on Health. He also serves on the 14-member Joint Legislative Audit Committee of the 
state Senate and Assembly. He also chaired the Assembly Select Committee on the Los Angeles 
County Health Care Crisis and served on the stateÕs Prop 63 Mental Health Commission. 
 
Senator Ridley-Thomas represents more than 800,000 residents in Los Angeles and Culver City 
including Baldwin Hills, Baldwin Vista, Beverlywood, Carthay Circle, Century City, the Crenshaw 
District, Culver City, Hancock Park, Hollywood, Hyde Park, Jefferson Park, Ladera Heights, 
Lafayette Square, Larchmont, Leimert Park, Los Feliz, Miracle Mile, South Central Los Angeles, 
View Park, West Los Angeles and Windsor Hills, among others. 
 



He has represented South and Southwest Los Angeles for 16-years as a three-term elected 
member of the Los Angeles City Council (8th District), California State Assembly (48th District) 
and California State Senate (26th District). 
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