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Stars of Labor, Politics and Entertainment Join 500
Supporters at Rally for Ridley -Thomas for Supervisor

Tony Award-nominated stage and screen actor Sheryl Lee Ralph served as
mistress of ceremonies at the three-hour event headlined by State Assembly
Speaker-elect Karen Bass and L.A. County labor chief, Maria Elena Durazo .

LOS ANGELES b Saturday, March 15, 2008 b State Assembly Speaker-elect Karen
Bass and L.A. County Labor Chief Maria Elena Durazo topped the list of prominent
leaders in politics, labor, sports and entertainment, business, public safety, law
enforcement, healthcare, education, and religion who turned out for the three-hour
campaign kickoff rally for Mark Ridley-Thomas for Supervisor on Saturday, March 15.

Tony Award-nominated stage and screen actor, Sheryl Lee Ralph served as emcee for
the event attended by a host of notable Los Angeles city and county elected, civic and
community leaders, and more than 500 hundred supporters that was held at Ridley-
Thomas for Supervisor campaign headquarters in the Jefferson Park section of Los
Angeles. Ridley-Thomas signed up more than 360 campaign volunteers, precinct
walkers and phone bank callers during the 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. event.

The enthusiastic crowd heard from a procession of Ridley-Thomas backers including
L.A. County Probation Union President Ralph Miller-AFSCME-685, L.A. County
Firefighters, Local 1014 President Dave Gillotte, SEIU, Local 721 President Annelle
Grajeda, AFSCME Council 36 President Alice Goff, California Board of Equalization
Member Judy Chu, Hawthorne Mayor Larry Guidi, Gardena Councilman Steve Bradford,
Carson Councilman Mike Gipson, Lynwood Mayor Pro Tem Aide Castro, L.A. School
Board Member Marlene Canter, Community Coalition Executive Director Marqueece
Harris Dawson, Hospital Association of Southern California Vice President Jim Lott,
Majestic Realty Vice President John Semcken, community healthcare advocate

Sylvia Drew-Ivie, Community Health Councils Executive Director Lark Galloway-Gilliam,
L.A. Community College Trustee Angela J. Reddock, Victory Outreach Pastor Mark
Garcia, Inglewood Councilman Ralph Franklin, Culver City Councilman Gary

Silbiger and award-winning spoken word artist Mark Gonzales.




Senator Ridley-Thomas is chair of the eight-member California Legislative Black Caucus. He
chairs the Senate Committee on Business, Professions and Economic Development, Senate
Subcommittee on Economy, Workforce Preparation and Development and Senate Subcommittee
on Professional Sports and Entertainment.

Senator Ridley-Thomas is a member of the Senate Committee on Appropriations and Senate
Committee on Health. He serves on the 14-member Joint Legislative Audit Committee of the state
Senate and Assembly.

He is a member of the Mental Health Services Act Oversight and Accountability Commission and
serves on the stateOs Prop 63 Mental Health Commission. As a member of the state Assembly, he
chaired the Select Committee on the Los Angeles County Health Care Crisis.

Senator Ridley-Thomas represents more than 800,000 residents in Los Angeles and Culver City
including Baldwin Hills, Baldwin Vista, Beverlywood, Carthay Circle, Century City, the Crenshaw
District, Culver City, Hancock Park, Hollywood, Hyde Park, Jefferson Park, Ladera Heights,
Lafayette Square, Larchmont, Leimert Park, Los Feliz, Miracle Mile, South Central Los Angeles,
View Park, West Los Angeles and Windsor Hills, among others.

He has represented South and Southwest Los Angeles for 16-years as a three-term elected

member of the Los Angeles City Council (8th District), California State Assembly (48th District)
and California State Senate (26th District).
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