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Bratton Endorses Ridley -Thomas

LOS ANGELES Brhursday, March 20, 2008 b Los Angeles Police Chief William
J. Bratton today endorsed State Senator Mark Ridley-Thomas in his race for
Supervisor for L.A. CountyOs Second District at a West L.A. news conference.

In announcing his personal endorsement of Senator Ridley-Thomas, Chief
Bratton said OSenator RidleyThomas is a man who | consider to be a great
leader for his constituents. | endorse Mark Ridley-Thomas for Supervisor B not
because | consider him to be my friend B | support Mark Ridley-Thomas because
| respect him and what he has accomplished.O

OHe has been a strong leader for our communities for more tlan three decades.
| have worked hand-in-hand with Mark Ridley-Thomas. | am proud to support
him,O Chief Bratton said.

vark delivers results. We need his proven leadership, energy and commitment
to community empowerment on the L.A. County Board of Supervisors,O he
added.

In all that he has done over the past 16-years, he has always included a broad
and diverse array of people in his decision-making and actions. He has always
made it easy for members of law enforcement to be involved and to have their
issues heard, be it rank-and-file officers or command staff,O Chief Bratton said.

He said Senator Ridley-Thomas had involved the LAPD in a series community
dialogues that had addressed controversial issues and, as a result, reduced
neighborhood tensions.

OWien gun violence rattled a West L.A. neighborhood in August 2006, Mark
Ridley-Thomas stepped forward to bring together more than 200 city leaders,
residents and the LAPD to calm a community through a face-to-face ODialogue on
Westside ViolenceO,0 Chief Bitan said.



Oln 2005, Mark included the LAPD in a dialogue on OViolence on Western AvenueO
at Bethel AME Church after shootings there had shocked and angered
neighborhoodOs residents,O he added.

OMark brought the LAPD, residents and leaders of our cityG8entral American
and African American communities together for two special dialogues at the
Central American Resource Center and Grant AME Church to discuss the tragic
events that led to the accidental death of Suzie Marie Pena.

OMark held 20 community éhlogues at fire stations and libraries citywide to )
discuss the tragic case of Devin Brown and the shocking case of Stanley Miller,O
Chief Bratton said.

Chief Bratton emphasized Senator Ridley-ThomasO close working relationship
with community residents and law enforcement as a major factor in his
endorsement.

ONo one, in recent time, has done more in regard to empowering people in the
political and governmental process than Mark Ridley-Thomas. Many of his
contemporaries have fallen far short of his sterling leadership in this area,O he
said.

OHe fought the spread of liquor stores before he was elected to office. He fought
neighborhood motels that contributed to vice and crime in our communities.

He fought for gang prevention and intervention programs. These are all efforts
that have helped the Los Angeles Police Department do its job more effectively.

OMark is a trusted leader. He is a reliable friend of law enforcement,O Chief
Bratton said.

OOn June 3, 2008, the voters of L.A. CountyOs Second Districtilvchoose a new
leader as their next Supervisor. | believe State Senator Mark Ridley-Thomas is
that new leader,O Chief Bratton said in urging Second District voters to follow his
advice on Election Day.

Senator Ridley-Thomas thanked Chief Bratton for his endorsement and support
and he praised his effectiveness as Chief of Police. Ol am proud to have Chief
BrattonOs support. He is our nationOs most highly respected law enforcement
leader.O

OChief BrattonOs leadership of the LAPD has given Los Angeles redgnts the one
thing they want most: a safer city in which to live,O Senator RidleyThomas said.

OcChief BrattonOs strengths as a law enforcement executive have always been his
willingness to listen intently to the people that he and his officers in the LAPD
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have sworn to protect, and his desire to work closely with other leaders to bring
communities together to address their public safety concerns. That is precisely
why Chief Bratton has succeeded where others, who have held his important
position in the past, have failed.O Senator RidleyThomas added.

Senator Ridley-Thomas now has the endorsement of L.A. City and L.A. CountyOs
two top law enforcement executives: Chief William J. Bratton and Los Angeles
County Sheriff Lee Baca.

In addition to Chief Bratton and Sheriff Baca, all of the major law enforcement
organizations in the city and county of Los Angeles [listed below] have endorsed
Mark Ridley-Thomas for Supervisor:

Association of Los Angeles Deputy Sheriffs (ALADS)

Los Angeles Police Protective League (LAPPL)

Professional Peace Officers Association (PPOA)

Southern California Alliance of Law Enforcement (S.C.A.L.E.)
Supervising Deputy Probation Officers Assn.

Los Angeles County Firefighters, Local 1014

Senator Ridley-Thomas is chair of the eight-member California Legislative Black Caucus. He
chairs the Senate Committee on Business, Professions and Economic Development, Senate
Subcommittee on Economy, Workforce Preparation and Development and Senate Subcommittee
on Professional Sports and Entertainment.

Senator Ridley-Thomas is a member of the Senate Committee on Appropriations and Senate
Committee on Health. He serves on the 14-member Joint Legislative Audit Committee of the state
Senate and Assembly.

He is a member of the Mental Health Services Act Oversight and Accountability Commission and
serves on the stateOs Prop 63 Mental Health Commission. As a member of the state Assembly, he
chaired the Select Committee on the Los Angeles County Health Care Crisis.

Senator Ridley-Thomas represents more than 800,000 residents in Los Angeles and Culver City
including Baldwin Hills, Baldwin Vista, Beverlywood, Carthay Circle, Century City, the Crenshaw
District, Culver City, Hancock Park, Hollywood, Hyde Park, Jefferson Park, Ladera Heights,
Lafayette Square, Larchmont, Leimert Park, Los Feliz, Miracle Mile, South Central Los Angeles,
View Park, West Los Angeles and Windsor Hills, among others.

He has represented South and Southwest Los Angeles for 16-years as a three-term elected

member of the Los Angeles City Council (8th District), California State Assembly (48th District)
and California State Senate (26th District).
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