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PORAC Endorses Ridley -Thomas

LOS ANGELES BMonday, March 24, 2008 b State Senator Mark Ridley-
Thomas today announced he has been endorsed by the Peace Officers
Research Association of California (PORAC) in his campaign for Supervisor for
L.A. CountyOs Second District.

Joe Flannagan, PORAC L.A. North Chapter, said, OMark RidleyThomas is the
only candidate, in our opinion and judgment, who is fully qualified to be the next
Supervisor for the countyOs Second District. We are proud to add our name to the
long list of law enforcement organizations supporting Mark Ridley-Thomas.O

OYear after year, Mark has worked closely with law enforcement leaders. He has
worked to protect officersO interests. He has brought us together with community
leaders to talk through neighborhood public safety concerns and develop
effective gang prevention and intervention strategies.

Senator Ridley-Thomas has been a staunch supporter of measures to give
officers and deputies the resources they need to fight crime and make
communities safer. PORAC members are unified in saying, OWe need Mark on
the L.A. County Board of SupervisorsO,0 Flannagan said.

The PORAC endorsement comes three days after LAPD Chief William J. Bratton
announced his personal endorsement of Senator Ridley-Thomas for Supervisor.
Senator Ridley-Thomas also has the personal endorsement of L.A. County
Sheriff Lee Baca.

PORAC joins the growing coalition of state and local law enforcement
organizations whose combined endorsements have made Senator Ridley- )
Thomas OThe Top Public Safety Candidate in the Race for the Second District.O
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The Police Officers Research Association of California represents more than
7,800 sworn officers in L.A. County and over 61,000 police officers and SheriffOs
deputies statewide.

In addition to PORACOs endorsement, Senator RidleyThomas has won the
backing of the Association of Los Angeles Deputy Sheriffs (ALADS), Los Angeles
Police Protective League (LAPPL), Professional Peace Officers Association
(PPOA), Southern California Alliance of Law Enforcement (S.C.A.L.E.), L.A.
County Probation Officers (AFSCME, Local 685), Supervising Deputy Probation
Officers Assn., and Los Angeles County Firefighters, Local 1014

Senator Ridley-Thomas is chair of the eight-member California Legislative Black Caucus. He
chairs the Senate Committee on Business, Professions and Economic Development, Senate
Subcommittee on Economy, Workforce Preparation and Development and Senate Subcommittee
on Professional Sports and Entertainment.

Senator Ridley-Thomas is a member of the Senate Committee on Appropriations and Senate
Committee on Health. He serves on the 14-member Joint Legislative Audit Committee of the state
Senate and Assembly.

He is a member of the Mental Health Services Act Oversight and Accountability Commission and
serves on the stateOs Prop 63 Mental Health Commission. As a member of the state Assembly, he
chaired the Select Committee on the Los Angeles County Health Care Crisis.

Senator Ridley-Thomas represents more than 800,000 residents in Los Angeles and Culver City
including Baldwin Hills, Baldwin Vista, Beverlywood, Carthay Circle, Century City, the Crenshaw
District, Culver City, Hancock Park, Hollywood, Hyde Park, Jefferson Park, Ladera Heights,
Lafayette Square, Larchmont, Leimert Park, Los Feliz, Miracle Mile, South Central Los Angeles,
View Park, West Los Angeles and Windsor Hills, among others.

He has represented South and Southwest Los Angeles for 16-years as a three-term elected

member of the Los Angeles City Council (8th District), California State Assembly (48th District)
and California State Senate (26th District).
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