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UFW Endorses Ridley-Thomas 
Top Latino elected officials and business, civic and community 
leaders express support on eve of Cesar Chavez Day celebration. 
 
LOS ANGELES – Friday, March 28, 2008 – State Senator Mark Ridley-Thomas 
today announced he has won the endorsement of the United Farm Workers of 
America (UFW) in his campaign for Supervisor for the Second District. 
 
Founded in 1962 by civil rights leader Cesar Chavez, the UFW is our nationÕs 
first successful farm workers union. The UFW is the largest union representing 
farm workers. The UFW negotiates contacts and fights for better working 
conditions for workers in 10-states employed in major agricultural industries, 
including strawberry, rose, winery, mushroom, vegetable and dairy firms. 
 
Merlyn Calderon, deputy political director of United Farm Workers of America 
said, ÒMark Ridley-Thomas stands solidly for change in L.A. County and 
progressive change for the people of the Second District. Mark strongly supports 
living wage jobs for workers in L.A. County.Ó 
 
ÒMark also has a proven track record of working together with communities to 
bring economic development, private investment and new jobs to areas that have 
consistently been underserved or ignored. As we approach the March 31, 2008 
observance of Cesar ChavezÕs birth and remember his important contributions to 
civil rights and workersÕ rights in our nation, the UFW proudly endorses Mark 
Ridley-Thomas for Supervisor,Ó Ms. Calderon said. 
 
Senator Ridley-Thomas said, ÒI am extremely gratified to have the support and 
endorsement of the United Farm Workers of America. From its inception, the 
UFW has been a vanguard in the ongoing struggle for workersÕ rights and a 
leader in the fight for better wages and working conditions for farm workers 
across throughout our country for 40-years.Ó 
 
The UFW joins the growing list of elected officials, and business, labor, civic, 
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religious and community leaders that have endorsed Mark Ridley-Thomas for 
Supervisor, including: 
 
Congresswoman Hilda Solis  
State Senator Ron Calderon 
State Senator Gil Cedillo  
State Senator Lou Correa 
Satte Senator Dean Florez 
State Senator Mike Machado 
State Senator Alex Padilla  
State Senator Jenny Oropeza 
State Senator Gloria Romero 
Assembly Speaker Fabian Nu–ez 
Assemblymember Anna M. Caballero 
Assemblymember Chuck Calderon  
Assemblymember Joe Coto 
Assemblymember Kevin De Leon 
Assemblymember Hector De La Torre 
Assemblymember Pedro Nava  
Assemblymember Nicole Parra 
Los Angeles County Sheriff Lee Baca 
Lynwood Mayor Pro Tem Aide Castro 
Hawthorne City Councilmember Daniel D. Juarez 
Los Angeles School Board President Monica Garcia  
Los Angeles Unified School Board Member Yolie Flores Aguilar 
Maywood Vice Mayor Veronica Guardado 
Maywood Councilwoman Ana Rosa Rizo 
Senator Martha Escutia (Ret.) 
Senator Richard Polanco (Ret.) 
Maria Elena Durazo, L.A. County Federation of Labor 
Annelle Grajeda, SEIU, Local 721 
Rev. Mark Garcia 
Rev. Altagracia Perez 
 
 
Senator Ridley-Thomas is chair of the eight-member California Legislative Black Caucus. He 
chairs the Senate Committee on Business, Professions and Economic Development, Senate 
Subcommittee on Economy, Workforce Preparation and Development and Senate Subcommittee 
on Professional Sports and Entertainment. 
 
Senator Ridley-Thomas is a member of the Senate Committee on Appropriations and Senate 
Committee on Health. He serves on the 14-member Joint Legislative Audit Committee of the state 
Senate and Assembly. 
 
He is a member of the Mental Health Services Act Oversight and Accountability Commission and 
serves on the stateÕs Prop 63 Mental Health Commission. As a member of the state Assembly, he 
chaired the Select Committee on the Los Angeles County Health Care Crisis. 
 
Senator Ridley-Thomas represents more than 800,000 residents in Los Angeles and Culver City 
including Baldwin Hills, Baldwin Vista, Beverlywood, Carthay Circle, Century City, the Crenshaw 
District, Culver City, Hancock Park, Hollywood, Hyde Park, Jefferson Park, Ladera Heights, 
Lafayette Square, Larchmont, Leimert Park, Los Feliz, Miracle Mile, South Central Los Angeles, 
View Park, West Los Angeles and Windsor Hills, among others. 
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He has represented South and Southwest Los Angeles for 16-years as a three-term elected 
member of the Los Angeles City Council (8th District), California State Assembly (48th District) 
and California State Senate (26th District). 
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