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Los Angeles Downtown News Endorses
Mark Ridley -Thomas for Supervisor

LOS ANGEL ES D Friday, May 16, 2008 b State Senator Mark Ridley-Thomas
today won the endorsement of the Los Angeles Downtown News in his campaign
for L.A. County Supervisor for the Second District, with the weekly newspaper of
business, politics, arts and culture for downtown L.A. and Civic Center readers
calling him Othe best candidate for the [open] seat on the Board of Supervisors.O

In its published editorial endorsing Senator Ridley-Thomas, Los Angeles
Downtown News editors wrote, @ne of the greatest challenges confronting the
Second District, and the entire county, is homelessness and Skid Row. Here, too,
Ridley-Thomas has been active, serving on the Prop 63 Commission, which
oversees how to spend those now significant mental health funds.O

OHe has sought to @sure that significant portions of that money are funneled to
Downtown and can go to permanent supportive housing for the purpose of
treating those suffering from mental iliness, which afflicts a vast majority of Skid
Row denizens.

O While he recognizeshat services for the homeless must be provided
throughout the county, he advocates that Skid Row itself needs a clean-up
through a public-private partnership.

OThat same theme is raised in his views on KingHarbor Hospital: He
understands that the public and private healthcare systems are inextricably
linked and that it will require an effective partnership to bring back the facility and
run it efficiently and responsibly.

Next to gang violence and homelessness, there is no greater issue facing the
current board of supervisors and no area where they have failed so completely.
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We like the public-private partnership aspect of his concept, but this is one area
where he might also consider integrating Parks' idea of starting with an
emergency room and perhaps 50 beds, something manageable as a first step on
the long road to reconstituting the full hospital.

OThroughout the campaign, the knock against RidleyThomas has been that he is
Olabor's candidate.O While he is the overwhelming choice of the unions, whictre
spending millions for his candidacy, it is a disservice to equate labor support with
an anti-business stance. The supervisors could benefit from having someone
who not only has connections in both sectors but also has a history of finding
common ground.O

Senator Ridley-Thomas said, OThis endorsement of my campaign by the highly
respected Los Angeles Downtown News is yet another humbling indication that
support for my campaign is growing steadily stronger each day -- from the
grassroots in communities and neighborhoods throughout the Second District to
the upper reaches of influence in the Greater Los Angeles area. | am proud to
have the endorsement of the Los Angeles Downtown News. | pledge to do my
utmost to live up to their praiseworthy editorial when | am elected to serve the
people of the Second District on the Board of Supervisors.O

Senator Ridley-Thomas is chair of the eight-member California Legislative Black Caucus. He
chairs the Senate Committee on Business, Professions and Economic Development, Senate
Subcommittee on Economy, Workforce Preparation and Development and Senate Subcommittee
on Professional Sports and Entertainment.

Senator Ridley-Thomas is a member of the Senate Committee on Appropriations and Senate
Committee on Health. He serves on the 14-member Joint Legislative Audit Committee of the state
Senate and Assembly.

He is a member of the Mental Health Services Act Oversight and Accountability Commission and
serves on the stateOs Prop 63 Mental Health Commission. As a member of thestate Assembly, he
chaired the Select Committee on the Los Angeles County Health Care Crisis.

Senator Ridley-Thomas represents more than 800,000 residents in Los Angeles and Culver City
including Baldwin Hills, Baldwin Vista, Beverlywood, Carthay Circle, Century City, the Crenshaw
District, Culver City, Hancock Park, Hollywood, Hyde Park, Jefferson Park, Ladera Heights,
Lafayette Square, Larchmont, Leimert Park, Los Feliz, Miracle Mile, South Central Los Angeles,
View Park, West Los Angeles and Windsor Hills, among others.

He has represented South and Southwest Los Angeles for 16-years as a three-term elected

member of the Los Angeles City Council (8th District), California State Assembly (48th District)
and California State Senate (26th District).
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