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Oscar Joel Bryant Foundation Endorses Ridley  -Thomas

LOS ANGELES b Tuesday, Apr il 29, 2008 b State Senator Mark Ridley-
Thomas today announced he has been endorsed by the Oscar Joel Bryant
Foundation (OJB), an organization representing more than 600 African American
police officers within the Los Angeles Police Department, in his campaign for
Supervisor for L.A. CountyOs Second District in the June 3 Primary Election.

Senator Ridley-Thomas said, Ol am very grateful and proud to have received the
endorsement of members of the Oscar Joel Bryant Foundation, an important
group of rank and file sworn officers who bravely risk their lives on a daily basis
to protect and serve the people of the City of Los Angeles, and who B while
carrying our their sworn duties -- have diligently and courageously fought racial
inequality and bias in law enforcement as an organization since 1972.0

Ronnie Cato, president of the OJB, said, OSenator Mark RidleyThomas is strong
on the issues we care about: effective law enforcement, crime prevention and
gang intervention. Mark is also the only candidate in the race for Supervisor who
has truly fought hard to protect and preserve the network of public and private
hospitals that comprise the healthcare safety net for L.A. County residents at a
time of real crisis in emergency care.

OOur officers, who find themseles in the line of fire, must depend on public and
private hospitals for competent emergency care when they are injured or
wounded in the line of duty. We know Mark Ridley-Thomas will deliver on the
solutions needed to address our countyOs healthcare crisisand, in doing so, help
save the lives of our officers.O

OWhile Mark RidleyThomas and his principal opponent are both qualified for the
job of Supervisor, we, as an organization of police officers, are looking for more.



2

Our members feel strongly that Senator Ridley-Thomas has stronger ties to the
communities we serve and the residents we protect.

OWe further believe that Senator RidleyThomasO cooperative and collaborative
relationship with L.A. Police Chief William J. Bratton is one that is in the best
interest of our organization.

OOur support and endorsement of Senator RidleyThomas is not to be interpreted
as any sort of anti-Parks statement. Councilmember Parks was once a member
of the OJB and was one of its founders. We have supported Mr. Parks in the
past. We advocated on Mr. ParksO behalf when he served as chief of LAPD and
appealed to former L.A. Mayor James K. Hahn in an effort to persuade Mr. Hahn
to retain Mr. Parks as chief of police.

ONotwithstanding those historical facts of our organizatinOs civic involvement and
public affairs advocacy, our sworn and civilian members within the LAPD firmly
believe that, at this important moment in our countyOs history, Senator Ridley
Thomas is the best candidate for the job.O

For Senator Ridley-ThomasQist of endorsers, please go to:
http://www.markridleythomas.com/endorsements.php.

L.A. CountyOs Second District includes the cities of Culver City, Inglewood, Hawthorne, Lawndale,
Carson, Lynwood, Compton and portions of Los Angeles and unincorporated sections of south
and southwest Los Angeles County.

Senator Ridley-Thomas is chair of the eight-member California Legislative Black Caucus. He
chairs the Senate Committee on Business, Professions and Economic Development, Senate
Subcommittee on Economy, Workforce Preparation and Development and Senate Subcommittee
on Professional Sports and Entertainment.

Senator Ridley-Thomas is a member of the Senate Committee on Appropriations and Senate
Committee on Health. He serves on the 14-member Joint Legislative Audit Committee of the state
Senate and Assembly.

He is a member of the Mental Health Services Act Oversight and Accountability Commission and
serves on the stateOs Prop 63 Mental Health @mmission. As a member of the state Assembly, he
chaired the Select Committee on the Los Angeles County Health Care Crisis.

Senator Ridley-Thomas represents more than 800,000 residents in Los Angeles and Culver City
including Baldwin Hills, Baldwin Vista, Beverlywood, Carthay Circle, Century City, the Crenshaw
District, Culver City, Hancock Park, Hollywood, Hyde Park, Jefferson Park, Ladera Heights,
Lafayette Square, Larchmont, Leimert Park, Los Feliz, Miracle Mile, South Central Los Angeles,
View Park, West Los Angeles and Windsor Hills, among others.

He has represented South and Southwest Los Angeles for 16-years as a three-term elected
member of the Los Angeles City Council (8th District), California State Assembly (48th District)
and California State Senate (26th District).
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